HUD Homes, because
they're sold in "as-is"
condition without warranty,
can often be a great
opportunity for the
fixer-upper.

seroing in on the right home for your needs requires
some time and thought. You don't want to fall for an
old Victorian, freshly painted in your favorite color,
only to discover the nearest supermarket is forty
minutes away.

First, sit down and make a list of your priorities, for
the neighborhood as well as for the home itself. Maybe
excellent schools are your chief concern; perhaps you
really want a short commute to work. On page 19 is a
Home Shopping Checklist you'll find helpful.

As you work on your list, keep in mind the length
of time you think you will be living in the home, Will
you need more room as your family grows, or less
space as your children move out on their own? And
remember the real estate brokers' rule on the three
most important factors in buying a home: location,
location, location!

Once you've decided on your requirements, you'll
want to share your list with your broker. Then he or
she can be on the right track when looking through
the multi-list or real estate ads for your perfect home.

Hit's easy to get confused as you look at home after
home. Taking notes and rating each home on your
shopping checklist will help remind you of each one's
distinctive personality when you go back to review
what you've seen. You might even want to take a
snapshot of each home you tour. Ideally, the homes
you've given the highest ratings on your Checklist will
be the ones in the final running for your perfect home.

The Home
Improvements
That Will Add
the Most to Your
Home's Value

Painting

New Carpeting, Wallpaper
and Decorating

New Garage
Room Addition
Bathroom Remodeling
Kitchen Remodeling
Landscapingn estimate of the closing costs you'll
